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fortified, while the western ghauts made his
territories difficult of access by land, he was in a
position to bid defiance to all enemies. Moreover,
he was the recognized chief of the hardy coast
population of hereditary seamen, who to this day
furnish the best lascars to our Indian marine.

Angria's exploits on land had not interfered

with his interests at sea.    In November, 1712, he

captured the Governor of Bombay's armed yacht,

together with the Anne ketch from Carwar.*   In

the engagement, Mr. Chown, chief of the Carwar

factory, was killed, and his young wife, a widow

for the second time at the age of eighteen, became

Angria's prisoner.     A month  later, the  Somers

and Grantham, East Indiamen, on their voyage

from England to Bombay, were  attacked  by a

grab and a gallivat belonging to Angria, off the

coast north of Goa.    Owing to there being a calm

at the time, the East Indiamen were unable to

bring their guns to bear: "for which reason and

by   ye   earnest   intercession   of  ye  whole  ship's

company to ye captain " the boats of the Somers

and Grantham were hoisted out, and an attempt

was made to board the pirates.    The attack was

* See page 264.